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INSPIRE: The ESGP-PA Edition

The Expanded Students Grant-in-Aid
Program  for  Poverty  Alleviation
ESGP-PA) contributes Lo the national
overnment’s  thrusts  in - addressing
verly by increasing the number of
raduales in higher education from poor
ouscholds. It is a joint program of the
Department  of  Social  Welfare  and
Development, Commission on  Higher
Education, Philippine State Universilies
and Colleges, and Department of Labor
and Employment.

The grantees, who are from Panlawid

P}“‘,l,ily' u!],i;gﬁ‘_-?llQMS:&li'ﬁ:‘ given, finangial
assislance and relevanl inlervenlions or
supporlt Lo complete their  college
education. Per school year, a grantee is
entitled Lo a financial assistance up Lo
sixty-thousand pesos.

This edition of INSPIRE tells the story of
some ESGP-PA graduates. They are from
the first batch of ESGP-PA praduates
whose challenges, perseverance, and.
triumph inspire  other  students a_nd
beneficiarics of Panlawid Pamilya and
DSVV D. o

i, %




GIVING BACK
by Ryan Malbas Tapayan

“Being an outstandin dent does not
necessa_rlly mean being cademically
excellent,” claimed Jerry Lelis Bual, one
of the 61 graduatmg HSGP-PA scholars of
Caraga Regxon

;"I o g A €| ej
S P-PA and I am more inspired to

“One can be outstandmg if he or s
able to touch lives and inspire othe
works and eventually leave a legac me the opportunity to achieve more
4_ added . and to never stop dreaming and never

']erry comes from a broken farmly
father left home when Jerry was onl
years old. His mother then beca
breadwinner of the family. At a young
age, Jerry knew the burden that his
mother' was experiencing to make
living for him, his grandmother, and :
sister. This is why he always helped her
sell vegetables and kakamn during his
free time in school,

ide from being good in the
‘ademics, Jerry has also developed
8 leadership skills by attending
arious trainings. He also joined
aghwtles where he was able to
wcase his skills and talents. He
attended the National Children’s
Congress sponsored by the World
ision Philippines. He was the
resident of the Caraga State
niversity (CSU) Debate Squad, a
ational extemporaneous speaker for

; p*
sponsored by World Vision
~ Philippines since elementary up to high
 school. He had always been a dedicate
student who was active in school
actwmes and ready to help others.

Whenﬁbe was in college, ]erry ‘became a
grantee of ESGP-PA of, the Pantawid
Pamilyang  Pilipino Program and
_ Commission on Higher Edycation. It was




With her gu1dmg prmcnples,f /
_:Phll plans 3 4 ‘L can do alll_'.v

overcome the challenges
' along her road to educatlon

“When I l_ift‘éverything te God, I
am confident that I can make

 things happen,” said ESGP-PA
i gfﬁsi:ﬁt'ee”t'hat has a strong faith i

_guided her to overcome her
struggles and gradually achieve
her dream to be a college
graduate. '

Road td_tﬁﬁmph
Accmdmg to Melody, graduating

can take away from her. It will be
her w.ea'p('m in winning her
family’s battle against poverty.
Her father Jeffrey, 43, fishes at the
Paoay Lake and her mother,
Rosemarie, 45,: dl‘ies and sells
them. This haé_ _iie'en the way how
they earn their living since she was
in elementary. Jeffrey is a high
schol graduate while Rosemarie
finished elementary.

s a future licensed elementary teacher
ublic school and a master’s degree
holder, Melody wants to inculcate in
. the minds of her would-be students the
values of faith in God and love: for
;f:' parents because she believes that these
helped her in achieving her dreams.

“Everything follows when you trust in
- God and obey your parents,” she
- humbly said. '

© As the new breadwinner of the family,

: plomlsed to ldke 1(’%p01‘l%lhlllly of

~ Melody topped her class in high school and
cum laude is a treasure that no one

graduated as class salutatorian in elementary..
She strived to excel in her studies to have
better academlc oppmtumhes despite he1 o

“1 did:ﬁbt want my parents to be frustrated
when [ entered college, so I exerted extra
effort to my academic record,” she said.

| | became on ESGP PA grantee

They are always w1lh me in eve
. battle,”said Melody. -
She did not mind taking 30-minute jeepney

and tricycle rides every day from Brgy. Suba,|

Paoay, Ilocos Norte to her school, Mariano

Marcos State University-College of Teacher

Her mother prays for the success of
Melody in taking her licensure
examination.

“I am proud of my daugther’s
achievement! Not only me but also our
relatives jand her gmndpdrenls are
proud = because = among  the
ndchildren, Melody is the first to
( maollebe she said. ;




.”Nang malaman ko sa aming
Municipal Link na napasama ako

ang akihg mga
{I:'wa:s_ lo) happ when; I
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NEVER GIVING UP
by Andyleen C. Feje

“As expected hindi ko na iniisip na
makakapag-aral dahil si Kuya ay
hindi naman na rin nakatungtong ng
kolehiyo (As expected 1 am hpt
thinking that I can still pursue hxgher
education because my elder ertﬁ?r
was not able to do so)” said
Alejandro Balgua III, 20, as he
reminisced their living condition
before he and his family became
be ef1c1ar1es of Pantaw1d Pamxlyang

. A hOlISé-.Wlfe, and Alejandro Balgua,

their bags in exchange of money that
he could use for school and meal
expenses. He also worked as a tutor.
He borrowed ‘money from a lot of
people.
borrower” by some of his classmates
and nelghbors. 1

To get home, he.would walk to get
home instea of rldmg on tncycle as

He rwas called money

Ji, a Carpenter He was a bright kid *

- with blg ambitlons, but the i
brought about by poverty é@
best of % zHe- was a higl

valedlctor;an He had

_What' we_ were goint to ‘eat. M
. Studles were affected).”

To cope with financial struggles, he
was doing his classmates’ home
works and projects and even carried

I Would-?ﬁﬁ'hk why our life was like

purpose and that He will not
abandon us. Being a beneficiary of
Pantawid and most especially my
being a beneficiary of ESGP-PA gave

that. But I believe that God has His

dream through
erseverance.

things to worry about,
focused on his stud

y school and
3 50 his family will

e of income.

perseverance paid off
graduated cum laude and
candidate for Best Practice Teache
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A chance at college

As a daughter of a Dumagat family in a
farflung rural area in Tanay town,

hope about getting an education.

For her, starting a family at the age of 18
._hasemdedherdreamsofabetter]ife

kamoteng kahoy ang niluluto ko para sa

mga anak ko. Iba't ibang luto na Iangang
ginagawa ko para hmd: sﬂa magsawa,”

Mantess shared

In 2006, she took the Alternatwe Learmng
Systems (ALS) and passed the

ﬁ she got a high school dzploma

As«;.af-young mother, Maritess' can only
~ hope to give a better life for her children.
Desplte her age, she understood that it is

_ When she

provided to her when her
Pilipino Program in 2010. M it
eneficiaries of the said progran

Maritess shares that she aldready _lost 2

_ Accreditation and Equivalency Test where :

In the university where she spent her last

_four years, Maritess does not mind being
~ older than the rest of the students.
j ”Kapag wala kammg b:gas, kadalasan -

”Napakaswerte ko at isa ako sa napiling
benepisyaryo ng ESGP-PA. Nagkaroon
ako ng bagong pag-asa, lalong lalo na
para sa mga anak ko, Kahit malungkot na

malayo ako sa pamilya ko, tinitiis ko

talaga dahil para sa amin naman ang_
lahat ng ito,” Maritess said. =~

.She has been determined to focus on

getting the diploma, which she believes

- vdﬂbetheirﬁckettoabetterhfe.

”Napaka]akmg bagay sa isang ina o

_ katulad ko na masuportahan ang mga

pangarap ng mga anak ko para “yung
hirap na dinanas ko noon ay hindi na nila

" maranasan,” she shared in tears

With her grag'uation, Mantess tears

' 'an, make her chﬂdrens dream
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TURNING
NEGATIVITY
INTO SUCCESS

Fourth among 10 siblings,
Lyka Ruiz, says that their
family gets by with only what
they have. They are from the
island of Bangkal in San Jose,
Occiendental Mindoro. Her
Tatay Roy, works by ferrying
people from their island to the
proper of the municipality.
Her Nanay Nancy, sells
whatever product is in
season.

Twenty-one-year-old  Lyka
thought that her parents were
not supportive of her studies
because they were not
enthusiastic when she and her
siblings receive awards in
their respective classes. Bul
later on she realized that they
were probably just shy to be
on the spotlight because they
felt inferior to other people.
After all, they just lived on an
island.

“Pero super thankful po ako
kasi kahit hindi kami ganon
kasayang pamilya, buo kami,
kumpleto at nandyan pa rin
po ang pamilya ko. Hindi nila
ako pinapabayaan;
sumusuporta,  gumagabay
sila sa amin al nararamdaman
ko na po yung pagbabago sa
ugali nila. Ngayon
nakapagltapos na  kami,
parang proud na sila (But I
am thankful because even if
we were like that, we are
happy, intact, and complete.”




A son of a poor kamote farmer just wanted
to graduate in college so he could help his
parents earn a living and send his siblings
to school. Jay Ar Bien of San Miguel
Island, Tabaco City, Albay, did not only
bring home a college diploma but also
fame and honor to his parents after
graduating cum laude from Bicol
University where he took up Bachelor of
Science in Entrepreneurship last March
2016.

Jay Ar is the first child to earn a college
degree. It was not an easy feat when his
parents were only earning P600.00
whenever they harvest rootcrops they

planted. Jay Ar knew the hardships of
his parents so he helps them the best
way he can.

“Tumutulong ako sa magulang ko na
maglako ng kamote para may pangkain
kami at panggastos sa aming
magkakapatid, (I help my mother sell
sweet potatoes so that we have
something to eat and finance us),” Jay Ar
says.

Jay-Ar understands the kind of life his
family has. He said poverty inspires him
to pursue and excel in his studies all the
time.

During his sec

Jay-Ar was saddene
told him that his parents co
longer finance his education.

“Naiiyak ako nun. Sinabihan ko yung
professor ko na hihinto na ako. Suwerte
sinabihan niya ako na ipagpatuloy ko,
Binigyan niya ako ng room para hin
na ako magbayad ng apartment at
: pagkam araw-araw. Marami na po
~ kami na natulungan niya (I was crying
that time, I told my professor that I
~ would stop. He told me to puruse my
studies. He provided me a room where
I could stay so that I would no longer
pay for my apartment and food every

"_profeés’or he st;ll struggied paymg for
hls projects and daily expenses '

"not expect to graduat_

enjoyed

gettmg good gr es.a
in his classes. He feels
the help he recelved.

“Sakripisyo, txyaga, at patu]oy na
pangarap po ang kinapitan ko, kaya #
po salamat sa lahat ng taong
tumutulong sa akin 0 hold on to



SACADA’S SON GRADUATES CUM LAUDE
by Montesa G. Caoyanan

He was once a child laborer. There were times that he thought what

the rest of his life would be. But one day,

At the a&,e of 10, Johnny Lutrago  his mother Helen called him up and
as a sacada or infm med him

Pantawld Parmlya I
family has been P

Johnny graduated cum laude and
. received other special awards such as
earcher, Outstanding Student in
and Outstandin
the Year.

d after graduation he will

in for another battle, to take

to work in any
1 do public service

”Working in a
rnment off1ce 1s one

INSPIRE
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barangay Buto,
tal and is among

A graduates.-. .' .

who promised her coilege education a
then apply for a part-time job. She a
worked as a food crew.

She added that xt was the toughest
moment of her young life but it didn’t
stop her from continuing her studies.
Although, there were instances that she
felt like giving up.

onor student since
1 doubled her efforts in
a college degree and
ting as cum laude.

; success.
rateful. I hope more will benefit fr¢
his,” she said.

esil married her true love Ronald las
- and is a mother to a 10-month
aby boy named Rence Greynard.
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THE POWER OF EDUCATION
~ by Michelle Calzado

.:“;-"PantaW1d Pam:lya and the ESGP-PA
;_'::...gare b}essmgs tous.|

These were the words of Rona Idhsan,
__one of the ESGP-PA graduate grantees
. from Hastern Visayas Leyte ' Normal
':'Umversﬁy She took up Bachelor in
Secondary ~ Education  (Major  in

Biological Science) and graduated cum.

laude.

Rona is the second of the eight children
of Vilma, a housew1fe, and Romeo, a
| farmer and laborer o1

. She shared that at flI‘St being in school
was  a struggle. Despite « feeling
: e_r_nbfassed of their situation, she

strived hard to prove that beiﬁg p'oor

_is not a hinder to doing well in school.

Rona . said, “Nakikita: ko nga

. nag-hihimakuri hira mama ngan papa
salit gusto ko makatapos pag-eskwela,

makatrabaho ngan, makabulig ha ira,

(I see my Mama and Papa struggling
~ so [ wanted to finish my studies, get a
_job, and help them).”

. The' grant from ESGP-PA lessened.

Rona’s financial burdens. She became
more . confident and focused on

- studying, learning, and getting high

grades.

She intends to work and take up a
master’s degree since she also wants to
be able to teach children with special
needs.

“Dako nga factor an akon pagiging
ESGP-PA grantee para ako maging
honor student (Being an ESGP-PA
grantee was a huge factor for me to
become an honor student),” she said,
adding that she is grateful to the
different assistance her family gets, but
she knows that success is a product of
hard work.

“The government will provide us with
opportunities, but our success and
achievements depend upon us,” she
explained.

She also expressed that Pantawid
Pamilya has created a big chance in their
family:

“Dako gud nga pagbabago an nahinabo
ha amon pinaagi han Pantawid Pamilya.
(A big chance has happpened to us
because of Pantawid Pamilya).”

Like Rona, Gilbert Galit is also a cum
laude graduate. He took up Bachelor in
Secondary Education, major in Filipino.

“We are living testaments that this
program (ESGP-PA) is fruitful,” he said.

Gilbert is the eldest among the eight
children of Cleofe, housewife, and Nilo,
a farmer and a carpenter. Before he

became a grantee, he was an out of
school youth for six years. During that
time, he worked in a convenience store
in the nearby town of Pambujan.

“During those six long years 1 was out of
school,'I feel like I'm just rotating in a
small circle. No progress. Life was very
stagnant, There was no growth in all
aspects of my life,” he recounted.

“Dako tak pasasalamat ha ESGP-PA.
Maupay ha feelings nga natatagan ka
hin chance after ~many years of
hopelessness (I am very grateful to
ESGP-PA. Tt feels good to be given a
chance = after many years of
hopelessness),” he said.

Gilbert also shared how Pantawid
‘Pamilya and the ESGP-PA enlightened

his parents on the value of education:

“My - parents’  perspective about
education changed positively. They said
that even if there is no grant, they are
willing to sacrifice until the end just to
send their children to school. Now, they
know that education is a huge
investment.”

He encourages his fellow grantees “to
set a<goal for their lives, persevere,
spend” wisely, and be humble all the
time;”

INSPIRE




The sleepless nights were not

dedicated to books and pens. They
were spent taking care of a baby - her
way of supporting her studies.

Melona Dumayon of Barngay Tiogan,
Leon Postigo, Zamboanga Del Norte is
the fourth child of the nine children of
Esperedon and Anecita Dumayon. She
worked as a babysitter while in college
to help her family.

“With more than nine mouths to feed,
my parents’ earnings from farming
and peddling snacks were not enough
to cover for the basic needs of our
family,” shared Melona.

“But
always remind me of the importance of
education. Mother would tell me that it
is the only way for us to be freed from

despite this, mother would

the hardships of life.” she added.

Melona also narrated how she was able
to endure walking a few kilometers
just to reach school and the challenges
in her life.

“1 have always wanted to finish my
studies. Despite having to walk for
‘long hours, or even work part-time, |
was able to finish school. But life was
really bard, and and even if 1 worked
part-time, it's not enough to send me

through college. I thought that it was'

the end of my dream. I cotinued

working and started to baby sit so that
I could help pay for the family’s
ballooning expenses,” said Melona.

The little flame of hope she was
holding on to was almost dim_mi_ng
until she received the news that she

‘was among those who were included

in the first batch of gran ees
ESGP-PA. : .

Immediately, Melona enrolled at the
Mindanao State’
Universtiy-External Campus in Ipil,

Western

Zamboanga Sibugay and took up
Bachelor of Science in Elementary
Education,

“The grants I received truly helped
me sustain my education. | am very
grateful for the program as it opened
doors of opportunity for students like
me whose dreams are just floating,
not knowing whether it can be

fulfulled,” she said.

On April 7, 2016, Melona finally |

graduated. She is preparing for the
Licensure Examination for Teachers.
In the future, she will not be
babysitting anymore but teaching
students who, like her, have big

dreams to pursue.



hristy M.
what others may deem as
different - a non -
conformist. They say that
a person'’s choic
defme o

mistaken. Being born, next
to the eldest, I have to

CHRISTY MARIE T, EDANO

ie Hdafio. Tam' |

yices in life

_‘ ght that life would be - ]
J plain and simple. I was

our tab]e.
two-year computer programming
course at 5t. John Learning Center in
Tagum City. To support my
studies, I worked as a hbuse help. I

hange how lother peoplé

Wwe'c : don hard work: "'ald off When 19 was
In 2010 I took up a

d:d other peopI % L_a,undry, I babys:t.: - 2014,

t that being in college/

I worked hard. I wanted to pi'ove
them Wrong I wanted to show them

identified by the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED) as one of
the top five SGP-PA National
Academic Awardees with the
Highest General Point Average in

: zmg '
_ changes

Davao who will gr
am forever grateful to Pantawid
Pamilya and to SGE-PA for these

strength

PARdeTHYed RN
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ammg pag~aara1 mula sa mahit na kiruki" ‘/
nito sa pagbobote. Ang tangmg hangad ko
lang noon 4y mdkatapos ng high school a

kumlklta ng pera. Namastikan ako sa iba t

ibang esiabhbyemento atkompanyd

Naging construction worker, pump bo
malalaking sasakyan at trak. Maraming
magulang at siyam pang mga kapaﬁd
hanggang sa naging miyembro kami ng P
akong scholar ng Expanded Students Gg
(ESGP-PA) ng Department of Soual =
Commission on Higher Educalion ( CHED}G*

gobyerno na handang
upang ma:angat ang pamur
Kaya nama_n kinuha k g
ako ng Bache]or of ;

I'm Rhea Cristina Alvis Pa-a and my story
began on the 16th day of February 1996 in
Barangay Biio, Lagangilang, Abra. My father,
Crisanto Pa-a, is a very hard-working farmer.
His burnt skin and the calluses on his hands
are evidences of his hardships and love for us. I
also have a very caring, patient, and loving
mother in the name of Maria Pa-a. She was the
first one who taught us to read and write. She
showed us how to be humble and friendly. She
taught us to always believe in and talk to God.

There are six children in the family and I am
the fifth child. My kuya Anthony, ate Diana
and ate Marie Cris have their own family now.
Ate Irish graduated last year with the degree of
Bachelor of Elementary Education and our
youngest. Jayson, will be graduating this
school year with the same course.

Being blessed with the family bonded with
strong love, I have nothing fo ask for. Yes!
We are not rich in money but we are rich in
two things, which nothing and no one could
ever destroy and steal;, LOVE and
RESPECT for each other.

I was five years old when I entered
kindergarten at Barangay Tagodiod,
Lagangilang, Abra. Like any other child, 1
hated school. But my parents didn't stop
instilling in my heart and mind how
important education is. Through the help of
my passionate teachers and friendly
classmates in elementary and high school at
Tagodtod, 1 learned not only to enjoy
schooling but also to love it. Missing classes
made me feel incomplete.

INSPIRE




So, even when I was
sick or not feeling
well, I would still go
to school. And
sometimes, even if I

house to our school

pieces  of
biscuits as my baon
for the whole day, I
would still go. I never

complained because

compared to the
struggles of my
parents, mine was
nothing. They

endured the heat of

the sun. They didn’t |
| because of a

mind body pain.
Their resting time
was spent taking care
of us.

To make up for the
sacrifices of our
parents, I and my
sibling also worked
hard to received
awards in
every year.

Graduating as the
valedictorian both in
elementary and high
school made me
proud not of myself
but of my parents.

school

T hey were the reason behind my
stories, Every time, my tears fall as I
watch them go on stage to accompany
me in receiving my medals and
scholarship from different state

Had to walk fiom our § colleges and universities. I am very

proud to let the whole world know

| that they are m arents. When I
with only five (5) | v )

coco |

graduated in high school, I declded to
take up Bachelor of Elementary:
Education at Abra State
Science and d
Lagangilang, A

Challenges became s0
fight and the pain of losing
brought me down. It was very hard for
me to open my eyes everyday without
seeing one of my reasons why I'm
studying hard. | didn’t want to wake
up and stand. I didn’t want to go to
school.

I was always absent minded. I wanted
to stop pursuing my dreams. But then,
I saw this man standing and acting so
strong in front of me. There was a
smile on his lips but pain and sorrow
in his eyes. I realized I still have this
man with me, I still have my ftatang. I
still have a reason to live. I tried to
wake up with a more positive outlook
in life. Instead of thinking about what I
have lost, I have to treasure what I still

{ have.

__ 'harder to pro

Sending ate Irish, Jayson and 1 to
college became harder for tatang. He
worked seven days a week. He didn‘t
want us to stop going to school . We
know that his body was g?ready tired
and was giving up, but f’( never did.
He is indeed the b

very lucky Lo “&

third year in, ‘cil);lege started
4, something suprised me. I
hosen as one of the ESGP-PA
olarship grantees of Pantawid
amilya  Pilipino Progfam They

‘the expenses sit ce my first

raduaté, I studied
that I deserve this
blessing. It was a great hélp not only
for me but also with my sister and
younger brother.

April 1, 2016 was the sta
tomorrow for me. 1
diploma with flying colouts. I was one
of the students who graduated wirh
honors and 1 also I‘ECEIerd Student
Teacher and Studen ’:
Awards. :

|
Seeing how happy and préud my father
was on that day was the be}'t gift. All the
sacrifices and hardships were pay off.

they are indeed the best
them will teach you a lo

achieve whatever your heart desires or
dreams. Never stop beheving'




